SOPHIE McRAE

visited the St.R

och on Saturday, 29 May 1982

She was 3 to 4 years old at the time of the family travelling
from Pond Inlet to Hershell Island (1944 ) aboard the St. Roch
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Sleeping arrangements in the tent
1 - grandmother
2 - mother
3 - father
Children slept wherever they would fit
They slept with comforters
Sophie remembered the record player but not how many records they
had.

Of the children only her older brother was allowed to touch

it, in case the others might break it.

She remembers him cranking

it up.
There was a time in a storm when the rudder came loose and came
towards the tent.

Afterwards you could see the imprints of her

fathers hands on the rudder.

(This was a very vivid memory -- if

there was frost or water on the rudder the imprints of the hands
would show).
She remembers which one was Larsen's cabin,

The others are

more vague.
She said the sewing machine in the lounge was her mothers— very
vivid memory.

The machine is at least of the same type)

The cook used to feed them after the crew had eaten . .it was
normal for them to eat in the mess.

Sophie liked spaghetti.

in the middle of the long moveable bench.

She sat

Her brother and sister

would not let her sit at the end for fear she might fall off.
There was a cardboard box of apples and oranges on the floor at
the end of the bench along the wall(she remembered this well)

-

2-

T he music played by the radio operator on the record player
was only played on special occasions
She doesn't remember much about the ship' s stores or the
engine room, except that her father spent a lot of time there.
-

In bad weather the children used to sleep on the floor of

the foc'sle.

The tent was too wet)

Sophie didn't get seasick

at this point and when the others were all lying down sleeping
at this point, she would stand up holding onto the doorframe of the
doorway to the hold -- it was like a seesaw.
When the weather was really bad the men would tie themselves
into the bunks.
-

Sophie remembers the men playing cards.
In bad

She wouldn't play.

weather the pot would fall off the top of the

coal stove and there would be hot water all over

everywhere

(she remembered the stove vividly)
Her father and Captain Larsen spent a lot of time in the
crow's nest.

The cook used to climb up the ratlines and bring

them snacks in a bag he carried over his shoulder, that
hung at his side.
When her father and Captain Larsen were in the crow's nest,
She w o u l d sit on top of the f o c 'sle skylight and watch the water.
She was too smal1 to see over the bulwarks while standing on the
deck, so she would stand on the ice anchor to see over the side.
She used to take baths in one of the metal tubs.
The jollyboat the outboard motor was used on was kept on
the port side of the foredeck.
The deck was more crowded than we have it.
Most of the drums were taken out of the barge and the dogs
were tied inside it.
—

Her father used to spend a lot of time in the wheelhouse

with Captain Larsen.

Sophie used to sit in the corner of the

wheelhouse while her father was there.

She climbed up by

holding onto the rungs.
The boats on the boat deck were only moved when the crew
was testing them to see that the davit, e c t . worked.
She only went up to the fair weather bridge once or twice
because she had to be

carried up there

Sophie enjoyed the trip.

She was only scared once.

Two

pieces of ice came together and the ship was on top of the ice

-

She said "Captain Larsen was a nice man.

man but a nice one.

He was a straight

His crew was the same way because he made

them t
h
a
tway."
1 945
Panipaktuk family picked up at Herschel Island by St. Roch
and taken to Cambridge Bay where they spent the winter of 45-46.
In the spring of '46 they went by dog team to Spence Bay and then
from there by ship (possibly the H .B .C . Fort Ross)

to Pond Inlet.

During the winter of '45-'46 at Cambridge, Bill Cashin used to carry
her while he skated.

KOMATIK
During her visit, S o p h
ie advised there were two komatiks on the
ship.

A large one belonging to her father Joe and a smaller one

belonging to her brother Arreak.
She also pointed to the basket sled and said "That was Larsen' s "
She said the two komatiks were tied one on top of the other.
Also that Captain Larsen's had a. light canvas cover.
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